
Plenary and Partial Indulgences 

What is an Indulgence?  

 “An indulgence is a remission before God of the temporal (non-eternal) 
punishment due to sins whose guilt has already been forgiven,” (CCC 1471).  
There are two types of indulgences: plenary and partial. A Plenary Indulgence 
removes all of the temporal (temporary or non-eternal) punishment due to sin; a 
Partial Indulgence removes some of the temporal punishment. If the conditions 
are not all fulfilled, a plenary indulgence can become a partial indulgence.   

 

Why do we have Indulgences?   

Indulgences are special graces that can rid us of temporal punishment. Sin has a 
double consequence: temporal (in this life or in Purgatory) or eternal punishment. 
Jesus Christ lovingly sacrificed Himself for the salvation of humanity, paying the 
price for eternal punishment. However, consequences of our sin remain. To enter 
Heaven, we must be completely purified of our sin and the temporal punishment. 
Satisfaction for temporal punishment can be fulfilled in this life or in Purgatory.  

How can we obtain an Indulgence? 

A person must be a baptized Catholic, in a state of grace, fulfill the conditions and 
have the intention of receiving the indulgence. An indulgence can be for ourselves 
or can be offered for someone who has died, interceding for them in Purgatory.  
 

To be granted an indulgence, the faithful must fulfill the usual conditions: 

† complete detachment from sin † receive the Sacrament of Reconciliation 

† receive Holy Eucharist  † pray for the intentions of the Holy Father 
 

It is preferred the conditions be fulfilled on the same day as indulgence act: 
Lourdes Virtual Pilgrimage Experience or Pilgrimage to Lourdes with Our Lady of 
Lourdes Hospitality North American Volunteers or praying the Rosary in Church or 
with an Association or group, Adoration of the Blessed Sacrament or reading the 
Bible for 30 minutes; but it is sufficient the conditions be carried out within 21 
days before or after.  During this extraordinary time of the world-wide pandemic, 
the time is extended until the faithful have access to the Sacraments and Church.     

 

Grace Upon Grace: A Lourdes Letter Spiritual Supplement 

Great Treasures of the Catholic Church — The Indulgence and The Apostolic Pardon 

Apostolic Pardon for the Dying 

What is an Apostolic Pardon?   

The Apostolic Pardon is a prayer usually prayed by the priest for a dying person 
and is often done at the time of Viaticum (Holy Communion at the time of death). 

  The prayer may take one of two forms: 

† “Through the holy mysteries of our redemption, may Almighty God release 
you from all punishments in this life and the life to come.  May He open to you 
the Gates of Paradise and welcome you into everlasting joy.” (Layperson) 
 

† “By the authority which the Apostolic See has given me, I grant you a full 
pardon and the remission of all your sins in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.” (Catholic Priest) 

 

Handbook of Indulgences #28: "Priests who minister the sacraments to the 
Christian faithful who are in a life-and-death situation should not neglect to     
impart to them the Apostolic Blessing with its attached indulgence. If a Catholic 
priest cannot be present, holy mother Church lovingly grants such persons, who 
are rightly disposed, a plenary indulgence to be obtained in articulo mortis (at the  
approach of death), provided they regularly prayed, in some way, during their   
lifetime. The use of a crucifix or a cross is recommended in obtaining this Plenary 
Indulgence. The three usual conditions required to gain a Plenary Indulgence are 
substituted by the condition ‘provided they regularly prayed in some way’.”  
 

For more information about the Apostolic Pardon, please consult your parish 
priest, contact us at Our Lady of Lourdes Hospitality North American Volunteers, 
consult the Catechism of the Catholic Church (CCC), visit the Vatican website 
(www.vatican.va) or consult the Apostolic Constitution Indulgentiarum.      
 

For more information and inspiration of Lourdes: please register and become a 

member by calling us or visit us at:  www. LourdesVolunteers.org. 
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